
THREE O.R. TAMBO CLADDING CONTRACTS

FOR VITREX

Vitrex, South Africa’s leading producer of vitreous enamelled steel products

for architectural applications, is currently involved on three major contracts

that for part of the upgrading and extensions to O.R. Tambo International

Airport.

Cristian Cottino, sales and marketing director of Jet Park-based Vitrex, says

the company has just completed the installation of their Vitraclad column

cladding panels, for both internal and external applications, as part of the

Terminal  A  Departures  Upgrade  (TADU)  contract.  Vitrex  handled  the

design,  manufacture  and  installation  of  the  black  cladding  panels  which

interface  with  a  number  of  others  elements,  such  as  glass  and  veneered

timber  infills,  on  the  columns.  Trencon  Construction  was  the  Main

Contractor  whilst  the  design  of  the  upgraded  International  Departures

facilities was lead by Isi Martinez of Martinez Architects.

“Vitrex is also completing the supply and installation of similar Vitraclad

panels  for  the  airport’s  new Central  Terminal  Building  (CTB).  The  new

building forms a link between the Domestic and International Terminals, as

well as accommodating the Gautrain station at the airport. The panels are

being used to clad a number of the large columns that are an integral feature

of the design of this building. In addition, some of the panels have been

designed as doors that provide access to the various services housed within

the  columns.  For  this  project,  Vitrex  is  working  alongside  Falcon

Shopfitters,  who  have  taken  on  the  role  of  principal  subcontractor  with

regards to the various finishes of the feature columns,” Cottino stated. The

Main Contractor on the project is the CTB Joint Venture  responsible for the

design aspects of the building.  

Finally,  Vitrex  is  currently  undertaking  the  supply  and  installation  of  a

number  of  cladding elements  for  the  upgrade of  the A1 and A2 Arrival

Terminals  at  O.R.  Tambo  International.  The  company  is  installing  the

cladding  for  WBHO,  the  main  contractors  for  this  part  of  the  airport

refurbishment.  “The  Vitraclad  panels  will  cover  the  front  areas  of  the

bulkheads around the existing voids, while the back areas will be clad with

composite aluminium curved panels that act as air deflectors. The durability

and robust nature of the Vitraclad panels were regarded as essential features



for  this  application  because  of  concern  that  the  low bulkheads  could  be

damaged during the normal operations of the airport,” Cottino added.

Principally designed as maintenance-free infill panels, Vitraclad cladding is

produced by fusing three layers of glass to sheet steel at temperatures of over

800 degrees.  

The panels are available in a variety of colours and offer advantages such as

colour  fastness;  resistance  to  corrosion;  hygienic  surfaces;  resistance  to

abrasion, vandalism and chemicals; and resistance to fire, heat as well as

thermal  shock.  The  panels  can  be  used  to  provide  acoustic  and  thermal

insulation, have excellent electrical insulation properties, are easy to clean,

and  require  very  limited  maintenance.  Vitraclad  panels  are  also  fully

recyclable.
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